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THE PANEL: truck slowly edaed up
throngh the woods toward the dividing
linz, the no-man's land of the Tron Cur-
toin — from the Czechoslovakia side.

The four figures who climbed ont into
the gray, hal-light of the mi¢-European
winter were {dentified by western obser-
vers as a Czech army major; & driver, an
ominous man in civilitn clothes and a
long-missing American GL SpS Fred
Ben Rider.

For nearly 12 weeks, Rider had Fved
hehind the lines of the enst blac eouniry
— viewing the world from irside o Com-
munist juil,

What he did there, what he fold them
and why he went over the hig hill in the
first place were questions thal Army
intelligence investipalors were probably
asking him hours after his sudden return
fo western eontrol last weel,

‘The questions puzaling okeeryera here
are:
® Did Rider defect and ilen clunge
his mind? or,

* Was Rider 50 drunk ke didn't know
what he was doing? or,

* Was this highly-trained intelligence
soldicr sent across the hordsr on some
mysterious spy Axsignment? and,

® Repardless of why be went, did U.5.
diplomatic officials, during the behind=
thescencs mcgotistions 1o pet Rider
back, conving: the Czechs to mturn his
erant US. soldier before the Commu-
nisis realized they had a gold-mine of
intelligence seerets in their hands? A man
Who, no matler what his training and
resolve, coald have heen broken by
modern bnin-washing techniques and
chemicale. or,

® Did the Crechs nse the 82 days to

ick Rider’s mind elean and then return

i to the Weit?

And they are questions that, due to the
tightnass of intelligence cperations oan

On Oct. 20, Fred Rider got out of a cab near the Qge&h—
German border. Eleven weeks later he crossed back into

-Bavaria. What happened between October and January js a

question every intelligence agent in Europe would like to
have answered, for Fred Rider knew too much to be
wandering around in a Communist country. G

hath eider of the border, may novor be res
venled in full te the public

But it's clcar that during Tis lengthy abe
sence from U.S. control, Western milis
tary spooks lived with the fear that Rider
had takena lot of secret papers with him,

And, they feared, even if he'd gone
across the torder drunk or in a fit of
rags, that ths 23-yearold Ardmore,

Okla, soldier was nothing kss than 3.

walking goldmine of classiied data,
which be'd gathered simply by domg his

b,

i For Rider, who held one of the Army's
highest seetrity derrances — Top Secret
Crypto — and who was down in the aifis
cial bonks 83 1 simple teletyps opemior,
was reportedly especially tained in the
Czech langags and was actully deeply
involved in the operations of o hushe
hush Army Security Ageriey site in Wesi-
cin Germany just six mies from the
Czech border,

He had undoubtedly beea exposed to
some of the military’s most serxitive so.
eret informatisn — informistion  that,
giren freely or drained foreibly from his
mind and cempiled, eould have exposed
much of the imner workings of the Any
in Furape,

No matier why he'd gone, aullorities
were worried stiff,

And it wns for that reason that high-
ranking Pentagon brass two months ago
put through a rshed, top-priority, Lith
liour telephonz call to The Weekly's
main offics ia Qakland, Calil,, when they

learned thit the newspaper was shout to
publish-the tomplete and detailsd story
prFred Rider's disappearance.

As the stenevaiced olficial explained
it durirg that mic-November phone
eonversation, the reds just might not real-
izo or discover who Rider is and what lie
-Jenows — if the stary is not printed.

- The story, mithered in detail by The
Weekly's Paul Mungo, was Fully printed
in the Statzside edifions of the paper and
teady for disiribntion, the eatire ediiicn

“wns destroyed and another ttory was

subelil uted

For, in the eves of the editors of The
‘Weekly, it was not just a guedion of
uationil sccuriy Riders wery [ife,
they Mgured, depended on whether or
nat his identty and knowledge were o=
vealed during sserg ncgoliotivng 1o get
him oul.

Rider’s activifies the night he disap-
peared seemed sus picioms.

Early in the cvening of Oct, 20, he
vent to the nighiclubs in Funh im Wald,
abuut two miles from bl bese In Rine
bocl, cast of Regensburg,

Around T am, Ne called 2 faxi from
the Lido Bar where he reportedly knew
German waltress Louise Geete,

A cabbie picked him up at the Markt-
platr, the main square m the little town
and about a minute’s walk from th: Lide,

As he was climbing into the waiting
taxi, waitrcss Gecie bad a few words
with him gnd, according to the cab
driver, Rider handed the girl a brown

enyelope and teld her goodbve.

1he driver alsn remembersd  that
Rider, instead of naming the plies he
wantad to ge, cirscted him by giving spe-
cifie instructions to turn kft here or rieht
there,

At a point about 300 melen fram the
ne-man’s laad at the Crech border,
Rider told the driver to stop and paid
him the fare.

The trooper got out of the eah and by
(he timz the hack had tumed around,
Was pane. <

“T dont know whare he went™ said the
eabbiz later. “H: just disappearsd.®

But where did be g und why?

Informed sources say (hat Rider was
“pretty drunk” thit night. Drink or out
of iz skull.

"I deesn’t mieke sense fora guy who'd
done threc-anda-hal years of his time
and wis due to get out in April to do
what he did,” szid a soldier [rom Rider's
unite “All I can 'guess i it he was
buown our”

“Maybs he was really drunk or he'd
blown a fuse,” added another GI from
the spook outfit

Whatever the case, it was pire hell for
Rider to cross at that point or o cross
into any east Eloe country. DBecause of
kis ASA job, hz was even forbidden to
enter any such country for a period of up
to five yoars adier his relcase from the
ALY,

And bgsides that, the frontisr at that
point along the barder it guardsd by 500



meters of ne-man’s land and studded
with land mines ond trip wires attached
to flarcs,

Czech border patrol guards are stae
tioned in towers and armed with search
lights that make it almost impossible for

"o lm L0 erom wither wiy \p_v_lthuut being

Riders's Defnchment “K* unlt buddics
Just conldn't figure it out.
“Fred . , . wasn't the type of guy to de-

feet,” said one of his friends jnst days af=

ter Rider's absence had been discovered
by The Weckly. “Ilc was a rcal quict
guy. If he went over, he must have been
dronk or something"™

“Most, of the guys here would consider
themselves shafled if they got transferred
out of this place,"” said another Rimbach
Gl, also unable to understand the rca-
sons for Rider’s possible delection.

The appeal of the isolated ASA site —
the small unit lives in a Gasthaus —
acvording to the soldiers is that there nre
very few Gls stationed there and they are
‘well received by the local community.

*Rider nsed ta make it with a lot of
chicks,” said another one of his friends,
“He must have had about three or four
gt friends here™

Waitress Geete said she was not one of
them. She said she was just a fiend and
claimed she didn’t even know that he was
guing 10 disappear that night.

“He didn't say anything to me,” she
told The Weekly’s Mungo,

‘She also claimed that she only looked
into the envelope he gave her and saw a
picture of himalong with some papers.

She said she doesn't know what the
papers werz all about because military
intelligence investigators took them from
her the next dey.

The MI types also hed apparently
made the rounds of the town imme-
distely following Rider's disappearance,
sinre most people questioned by news.
men had already been told to keep quiet.

And as Mungo was investigating the

incident, just days after Rider’s sudden

absence, he spotted an overweight ASA
d to tail him,

AnMPnss,gnedtolheASA Det K in
Rimbach who bad been scen falking to
Mungn on the Saturday he was down
there was called in by his CO on Mons
diy and asked what he had talked nbnut.
rerinding him that he had been given

carlier instructions not to talk to any
press people — especially The Weekly.
Then on Tuesday he was ealled in by
CID and asked the same questions plus:
*Did you see his eredentinls?

Unit leaders were apparcntly unaware
of the G1's disappearance, They first told
The Weelly they didn’t know anything
abtout Rider’s supposed journey to the
East.

“He's just on a three-day pass,® sald
ore outfit leader. :

And, in facl, Rider was on pass from
Qet. 21 through Oct. 23 when the hon-
chos finally put him down as AWOL.,

A later query, however, brought &

Swift, “no comment.”

Subsequently the soldier was dropped
from the rolls ag a deserler because of
Army regs that say anyone holding a se-
cret clearance or higher should be listed
as a deserter after a 24-hour absence,

Weeks after his apparent defection,
Rider's parents, Mr. and Mis. Howard

* Rider, who reside in Ardmore, said they

had not been coniacted by niifitary offi=
cizla or otherwise informed that their son
wais missing from his unit.

Mru Rider said she last heard from

her son about Oct. 10 when she received
@ birthday card and a letter from him.

And wihen informed that there was
some reason (o believe her son might
have jumped the barder, she said:

“That doesn't sound like Fred., Are
you sure you've got the right Fred Rider?
Fred seemsed 1o like the service real well
— heliked the fellas and all™

She alep said at that time that her son
had been considering entering a seminary
to become a “youth minisier,"

As the days and weeks and months

went by, the word Degan o fpread:

SSome soldier has gone acrnss to the

other side, possibly carrying highly secret
papers.”

Newsmen all over Europe began nos=
ing around and word reportedly passed
from Bucom headquarterss in Stutigart to
both the Stars and Stripes and the armed
forces mdio chicls that uatil further nos
fice thay were to doublecheck before us-
ing any stories of Gls deserfing to the
East.

The Weekly has learned from an in-
formed source that Rider was just phin
drunk when he stumbled across the bor=
der.

And when he awoke the next mornmg,
on the other side, he was already in hand-
culls and in the possession of uniformed
Cezech authorities who had amested him
Jor illegal entry.

He was supposedly trarcported first to
Pilsen and then on {o the Czoch capital
of Prague— to be stuek behind bars as a
Communist prisoner.

U.S. Embassy officials apparently
visited him on one acensinn, according
10 international rules and a Merry Christ-
mas message from his parents wis sup-
p(‘njsé-cd to have been sent over fo the other
&l

Whether or not he got that word is
apparently unknown, but Rider did send

*word fo his folks back home in Okla-

homa saying that he was okay and for
them nol to worry, aceording {0 an in«
side gource.

He was visited ocsasicnally for talks
or interrogation by Ceech officials while
be was in jail, but what they asked him
and what he said will probably remain
‘mysleries o the public.

He was nol physically mistrzated, how-
ever, according to sources cosc lo the
Rider investigation.

Jost as military brass were beginning
tosuspect the worst — that the Gl would
never be coming back — ward reached
Vsareur Hgs Jan, 7 that Rider would be
returning to the West on Jan. 0.

The message didn’t reveal just where
or how he'd be shuttled back, the spokes=
man said, so West German border
pguards and the MI people Were appar-
ently alerted to watch all border crossing
points.

And at a litlle before 2 p.m., Jan, 10
— B2 days after he was last seen in the
Federal Republic of Germany—Westirn
observers noticed the panel truck slowly
edping up towards the frontier crossing
point at Furth im Wald — only several
hundred yards from Rider’s taxi desting-
tion of Oct. 20.

Minutes later, Sp5S Fred Ben Rider
hopped out, hesitated to listen to diree=
tions from his Crech army major escort,
and then walked across the Iron Curtain
back into the hands of walting Bavarian
border guards.

An hour later, his parents got the good
word that he was back in the West,
according to a Usareur spokesman, who
added that they probably wouldn't be sce-
ing their son for several weeks at least.
*We are really happy,” Mrs. Ridertold a
reporter. ® . . Overjoyed that he is safe”

Rider was escorted to the U.S. Army
hospital in Augsburg for a medical
examination, Army doctors reported
that he was in *good condition,” that he
had apparently suffered 5o injuries or
weight loss and that he required no medi-
cal treatment of any Kind,

Now, according to Usareur officials,
Rider i undergoing a “routine™ debrief-
ing in the hands of the military intelli=
gence people at an unsperified’ place in
Aupsburg (ASA's EUROPEAN Hgs sre
in Augsburg).

And, added the official in answer to a
query from The “l‘l““} perding onte
come of Investigations, “Ii's [mpossible
to speculate™ on whether or not any
crimingl charges will be made against the
GL

That, of coursa, probahly depends on
whether or not Rider spilled the secret
beans or mol — and why he cosed (he

~ border.
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