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U.S. Pilot, Under Czech Fire, Lifts 3 to West
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TRAUNSTEIN, West Germany, Aug. 18—In a bold flight yesterday, a civilian
American helicopter pilot flew into Czechoslovakia, picked up three East Germans
and brought them to West Germany. He said that ground fire had forced him to
leave behind an injured East German woman and a friend of his.

The flier, Barry Meeker, was wounded in the elbow and hip and one of the
three people he picked up, a 14-year-old girl, was struck in the leg during the
escape. He eventually reached this Bavarian Alpine town 50 miles east of Munich
and 12 miles from the Austrian border.

The girl was treated at the hospital here and released, and the pilot was to
undergo surgery tomorrow. Mr. Meeker, who is 33, was reported in satisfactory
condition.

Mr. Meeker, a former Alpine rescue pilot who lives in Munich, told newsmen
in fluent German that he flew the rescue mission at the request of a friend
identified by authorities only as “Thaddeus K. from Marburg.” Marburg is a
university city 60 miles north of Frankfurt.

The pilot said he and the friend took off in a rented helicopter yesterday
morning from Riem Airport at Munich to meet au East German family at a
prearranged rendezvous in Czechoslovakia, and fly them out. He did not disclose
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how or why the East Germans had reached Czechoslovakia.
West German police said the helicopter's course took it along a river in West
Germany and across the Austrian border near Simbach. Apparently still
undiscovered, it flew over Austria and crossed into Czechoslovakia near the
Austrian villages of Peilstein and Aigen where the Czechoslovak, Austrian and
German borders converge. The rendezvous point was a peninsula on the Vltava
River.

“Unfortunately, as I arrived,” Mr. Meeker said today, “the family I was to pick
up was not at the prearranged spot and for this reason the whole affair was
delayed. Instead of 10 seconds, as previously calculated, I had to remain almost
two minutes on the ground.”

“When the refugees arrived at the helicopter, I saw that the girl was shot in the
leg,” he went on. “The two men with the family had already boarded and my friend
actually threw the girl into the helicopter.

“Ahead of me was an elderly lady on the ground, obviously injured, and then
suddenly bullets hit me right through the helicopter.” The bullet pierced his elbow
and “if it hadn't been for that, it would have gone through my chest,” he said.

He said the shots were fired separately, at intervals of five to seven seconds,
and he signaled “Thaddeus K.” to leave the injured woman and get aboard.

“But he didn't see me,” the pilot said. “When I heard an other shot fired at the
helicopter, I thought, ‘Now you've got to get out of here fast, or else we've all had
it.”

“I took off, flying toward Munich at high altitude, but noticed very quickly that
my fuel was running low. Having been a rescue pilot before, I knew my way to
Traunstein hospital and had exactly the amount of fuel to reach it.”

“Unfortunately, my friend and the injured woman were left behind in
Czechoslovakia,” Mr. Meeker said. “Their fate is unknown.” The local prosecutor
here confiscated the bulletscarred helicopter. There were reports that Mr. Meeker
had served with United States armed forces in West Germany and had stayed on to
work as a flying instructor. He told newsmen his home town in the United States
was “Hartford,” but did not the state.
A version of this archives appears in print on August 19, 1975, on Page 1 of the New York edition with the
headline: U.S. Pilot, Under Czech Fire, Lifts 3 to West.
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